


Our aims for today –

Understand why reading is importance

Understand the importance of fluency and how you can build this at 
home

Have a clear understanding of what we mean by comprehension

Give hints and tips of how to get your child reading at home



What do you think?

If a child could leave our 
school having acquired one 
skill, what would you want 
that skill to be? 

READING!

Reading lies at the heart of 

everything we do here at St 
Joseph’s. 



Why does reading matter? 



The statistics!



The survey of 71,400 children and young people by the National Literacy 

Trust early in 2023 has revealed that fewer than one in three children (28%) 

aged eight to 18 read daily for enjoyment. While this remains the same as for 

2022, the figure stood at 38% when the survey began in 2005, marking a 26% 

fall in those who read daily.

Sadly …..



Daily Story Time



Reading is a 
complex activity.  

Reading



Reading from an early age

• Reading from an early 
age is important. 
Becoming a fluent reader 
supports development of 
a love of reading moving 
forward. 

• In order to develop 
fluency, we start with 
phonics. 



Fluency 



• Fluent reading supports reading 
comprehension. When pupils read 
fluently, their cognitive resources 
can be redirected from focusing on 
decoding and onto 
comprehending the text. For this 
reason, fluency is sometimes 
described as a bridge from word 
recognition to comprehension.

• Basically, if the brain’s processing 
power isn’t being used up by 
working out how to read a word, it 
can concentrate on understanding 
and enjoying the text. 

Fluency 



Fluency

A comprehension 
bottleneck means children 
are less likely to enjoy 
reading. 

To avoid this, we work really hard to secure 
phonics during the first few years in school. 



We use Read Write Inc for our 
phonics lessons. It is a 
systematic  programme where 
sounds are introduced in a set 
order and practiced over and 
over. 

Remember

Children all develop differently 
and some children need longer 
to acquire the GPC knowledge 
required to become fluent 
readers.

Phonics



Ways you can help build fluency at 
home…

1. Read and follow – the adult reads the text and the child 
follows along with their finger. This helps the child with word 
recognition and models to them how they should read with 
fluency.

2. My turn, your turn – take turns reading a page or a 
paragraph. Here you are modelling how to read with 
fluency, flow and expression. 

3. Echo Reading – as you read, the child copies. It is important 
here to pace yourself and read at a rate that your child can 
keep up with. 

Let’s have a go!



Repeated Reading and Marvellous 
Mistakes! 

Repeated reading is important to develop 
confidence and fluency. 

Remember , as adults we re-read texts all the 
time. This is no different for children. 

Make mistakes

When reading to children, you will make mistakes. 
Show the children that you know you’ve made a 
mistake and are going to re-read that part 
because it doesn’t make sense! This helps 
children to recognise that they need to self 
correct. 



Language comprehension

Once we can decode fluently, our 

comprehension is based on our ability to 

create and use  a mental model of what 

we have read. In effect we paint a 

picture in our minds based on what we 

have read and use it to work out the 

meaning. .  



Language comprehension

Our mental picture of what we have 

read  is defined by our understanding of

• Vocabulary

• Language structures and verbal 

reasoning

• Text structure

• Background knowledge.



Try to think of it like this….

More like this! 

Than this! 



What do we do? 
We teach reading.

We have a defined reading curriculum 

that exposes our children to a range of 

texts -from classics to new fiction to 

poetry to non-fiction! 

Then in our reading lessons, we talk 

about books.

Our children engage in significant 

book talk during lessons to allow them 

to develop the strategies needed to 

understand a text. 



Our lessons provide opportunities for 

children to develop their vocabulary 

and strategies to understand a text. 

What do we do? 



Comprehension 
monitoring

We teach our children to 
monitor their own 
comprehension through 
book talk.

We want them to 
understand that it’ ok to re-
read, to check and to 
change their mind. 



Reading across the curriculum

We read in all subjects! 
Reading is an integral part 
of our curriculum – both 
fiction and non-fiction. 

Examples of texts 

from our foundation 

subject planning.



What can you do? 

Comprehension of the world will develop comprehension in 

reading. To help: 

• Talk a lot at home… about everything

• Going out and about and chatting about what you see 

and experience.

• Read together and discuss books 

• Why do you like this book? 

• What do you think will happen next?

• What do you think about this character?

 

 



Reading

Here at St Joseph’s we aim is to create readers not children 
who read. 



To become accomplished readers, 
children need to put in the reading miles. 

We need to nurture a love of reading and 
inspire our children to want to read books 
throughout their education and beyond.

So what do we do here at St Joseph’s?  

.

Reading for Pleasure

Examples of books 

available in school.

Author visits.



What else do we do? 

Book displays in 

classrooms

Regular newsletters

Author of the week

Book Bags



What else do we do? 

Well stocked 

reading corners 

Reading 

challenges

Celebration 

displays

Creativity



What else do we do? 

National Poetry Day

World Book 

Day

Book Swap

Our playground 

Library Lodge



What can you do? 

• Have books around the house – the library is free to join.

• Try out books at www.lovereading4kids.co.uk

• Let your children see you reading.  

• Let them choose – and don’t limit their choices.

• Try series fiction

• Let them re-read! 

• Try poetry.

• Take a book out and about! 

• Make it fun – everyone loves a giggle.

• Don’t stop reading to them! 

 

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/


Boom Read

Our digital reading 
record. 

This makes it easier to 
record reading at 
home. 



Remember







Some useful websites 
https://www.booksfortopics.com/

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/100-best-books/

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-advice/reading-with-your-
child-4-6-years/#!?q=&sortOption=AtoZ&pageNo=1

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-advice/what-if-my-child-
doesnt-like-reading/#!?q=&sortOption=MostRecent&pageNo=1

https://imaginationsoup.net/book-recommendations-age/

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk

https://www.booksfortopics.com/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/100-best-books/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-advice/reading-with-your-child-4-6-years/#!?q=&sortOption=AtoZ&pageNo=1
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-advice/reading-with-your-child-4-6-years/#!?q=&sortOption=AtoZ&pageNo=1
https://imaginationsoup.net/book-recommendations-age/
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/
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